Hearing loss in minor head injury.
A prospective otological and audiological study was made of 130 consecutive persons with head injuries. A comparison was made with 87 consecutive persons with traumatic injuries but without head injuries. Five (4%) of the persons with head injuries had an unsuspected temporal bone fracture evident on otoscopy but not on routine skull roentgenography. These persons had a significant sensorineural hearing loss at 4 and 8 kHz compared with other patients with head injuries. Routine otoscopic examination is considered advisable in all persons with head injuries. No significant difference in the hearing was detected in persons with head injuries without a temporal bone fracture compared with control subjects.